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CITY OF FENTON


301 South Leroy Street ( Fenton, Michigan 48430-2196 ( (810) 629-2261 ( FAX (810) 629-2004

FENTON PLANNING COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING
City Hall Council Chambers

Thursday, August 5, 2021
7:00 P.M.
Vice Chairperson Rossmaessler called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL 
Present: 
Bancroft, Rossmaessler, Carpenter, Riggs, Grossmeyer, Yeotis, Steffey
Absent:  
       Thompson, Stickel
Others Present: Mike Reilly, Building/Zoning Administrator, Carmine Avantini, CIB Planning & Consulting
BUSINESS
A. PTLU21-0011 – Request from Serra Works of Fenton LLC, located at 102 W. Silver Lake Road, for a 21.5 high x 35.5 wide temporary sign to be placed on the side of the building.
Carmine Avantini, CIB Planning, gave the following report:

At your request, we have completed our review of the above request to allow a temporary banner to be placed on the south elevation of the building a 102 W. Silver Lake Road (also known as the Horizon Building). The request is to allow the banner to hang on the building until after the event, which according to the banner is August 27-29, 2021. Section 36-13.13, Appeals and variances, of the ordinance allows the Planning Commission to review and approve variance or “waiver” requests in a Planned Unit Development when in keeping with the Purpose of the PUD and improve the quality of the development. The property is zoned is zoned CBD, Central Business District/Planned Unit Development and is in the heart of downtown Fenton.
The opinions in this report are based on a review of the application submitted by the applicant and conformance to City plans and ordinance standards. Key review item points in this letter are underlined for the benefit of the applicant. Please note that the applicant and their design

professionals shall be responsible for the accuracy and validity of information presented with the application.

REVIEW COMMENTS
Based on our review of the proposal, discussions with Mike Reilly, Building and Zoning Administrator, and a review of the zoning ordinance and Downtown Fenton Design Guidelines, we offer the following comments for your consideration:

Sign Size. The ordinance allows a maximum of 24 square feet for a temporary sign and the request is for approximately 763 square feet. This is a significant increase over what is allowed by ordinance, understanding that the intent of the request is to promote a significant regional event.  Our primary concern is the potential precedent this could set with similar requests to hang very large banners from downtown buildings to promote other events.

Temporary Sign Duration. The ordinance requires temporary signs to be removed within 60 days after being erected. This would allow the banner to remain long after the event is completed so the timing of removal should also be discussed by the Planning Commission.

RECOMMENDATION

Based upon the above discussion, we are less concerned about the impact of the banner than the

precedent that this request could set. Although each waiver request must be judged upon its own merits, very similar requests could prove problematic. This is also a significant increase in size from what is permitted under the zoning ordinance. We therefore cannot recommend approval of the request, as submitted. If the Planning Commission feels that attaching conditions would make the request more acceptable, then consideration should be given to limiting the duration of the sign and possibly the size.
At this time, Matt Stepnes, Tournament Director for the Ally Challenge, presented by McLaren Medical Facilities, stated they are requesting this signage to promote ticket sales which in turn benefits a number of local charities.  Mr. Joe Serra, owner of the Horizon Building, is on the board for the Ally Challenge, and has graciously given us the opportunity to advertise this event on his building.  These organizations can use these dollars raised from this event especially since last year the ticket sales were down due to the pandemic.  The event was still held, but there were not ticket sales; monies raised were all through donations.  This year we are allowing the public to attend which is why they would like to advertise the event in Fenton and drive up ticket sales.  Mr. Stepnes added that if approved, production of this sign will begin tomorrow and the sign will go up immediately and will be taken down no later than August 30th, right after the event.
There was discussion on reducing the size of the signage, the length of time the sign is to remain up and making sure if approved a precedence would not be set for future businesses wanting to advertise for similar reasons.  After much discussion the following motion was made:
MOTION BY GROSSMEYER, SUPPORTED BY STEFFEY, to APPROVE the 16.29’ x 25.83’ temporary, perforated vinyl signage to be place on the Horizon Building on 8/11/21 and to be removed no later than 8/31/21 and is only being considered and approved due to the extenuating circumstances caused by the 2021 Pandemic and is limited to the emergency situation caused by the pandemic which is to end in 2021.
MOTION PASSED (7-0) Grossmeyer – aye, Riggs – aye, Bancroft – aye, Carpenter – aye, Rossmaessler – aye, Steffey – aye, Yeotis - aye  
CALL TO THE AUDIENCE

No one this evening.
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
Mr. Reilly updated the Commission on future projects; there is an applicant coming in to discuss developing the old granary/Red Fox Building.  Also, Fenton House is planning on demolishing the back half of the building and rebuild the front along with adding a fourth floor.
CIB ITEMS
Avantini stated he will be bringing a new employee, Hannah Smith, with him at the next meeting.  

 COMMISSION MEMBER ITEMS
Commissioner Steffey asked about the façade update at the plaza on North Leroy, along with the property at 700 S. Adelaide.  Reilly stated new owners were approved for a façade update and the owners at 700 S. Adelaide only have 7 or less patients which the State supersedes the City over approval. 
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,

Linda Davis
    Recording Secretary, 
